[Antidepressive action, pharmacokinetic characteristics and biochemical properties of cimoxatone, a new reversible MAO-A inhibitor].
Cimoxatone is a new monoamine oxidase inhibitor (MAOI) in comparison to the existing non-selective and irreversible MAOIs used in the therapy of depression. A clinical study has been carried out in 10 depressed patients. Cimoxatone was given from 0.32 to 0.78 mg/kg/day for 28 days. The drug was shown to be effective against depression and well tolerated at the given doses. The inhibition of monoamine oxidase and its reversibility were assessed by urinary excretion of 3-methoxy-4-hydroxy- phenylethyleneglycol sulphate. The treatment had no effect on the plasma prolactin levels. The plasma concentrations of cimoxatone reached a plateau after 3 to 4 days of therapy. The study confirmed earlier findings in healthy volunteers that the principal metabolite is also active as a type A MAOI. The plasma elimination of cimoxatone and its metabolite is almost complete 4 days after the last dosing.